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									International Society for the History of Pharmacy

												
									The International Society for the History of Pharmacy was founded 1926.

								


							

						

			


	🇻🇦  150th Anniversary of Vatican Pharmacy  🇻🇦
The Vatican Pharmacy is the only pharmacy in the Vatican City, founded in 1874 by Eusebio Ludvig Fronmen, a Fatebenefratelli religious.
 Serving an average of more than 2,000 clients a day, the Vatican pharmacy may be one of the world’s busiest dispensaries of pharmaceuticals, over-the-counter medicines, soaps, ointments and elixirs.  	
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	The Pharmacy Museum is excited to announce a new pop-up walking tour! On Thursday, May 16th, experience the history of New Orleans like never before in this exploration of the city’s medical history. Bask in the glory of modern medicine while learning about the gory road that led to the medical advances of the 19th and 20th centuries. Grace leads guests on a journey exploring the stories of the individuals responsible for curing what ailed the people of New Orleans.

This excursion begins with a tour of the New Orleans Pharmacy Museum followed by an Amaro tasting and storyteller moment. Enjoy a walking tour of the highlights of the historic French Quarter while making your way to the tour’s final stop at historic Congo Square. Tickets can be purchased by phone or through our website.  	
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	This print by Thomas Rowlandson shows us what people thought of medicines in the early 19th century.

Titled ‘The Quack Doctor’ this etching dates to 1814, a time when most medicines were purgatives or emetics. With ingredients such as mercury and arsenic, its little surprise that people thought that the cure was worse than the disease. 

Attitudes like this helped pave the way for more regulations of medicine, and in 1868, the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain was given responsibility for the regulation of poisons, helping people to have more trust in the medicines they were taking.

#RPSMuseum #MuseumMonday  	
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	Destaque do Mês

Aseptal era uma especialidade Farmacêutica da Farmácia Normal na Rua da Prata, em Lisboa, propriedade desde 1904 do farmacêutico Manuel Mourato Vermelho. Continha na sua composição cetrimida e clorexidina indicada para a higiene íntima das mulheres e atuava como antisséptico, ao qual o farmacêutico juntou ainda um aroma. Por isso, o Aseptal era descrito e ficou famoso como “O Antiseptico- Perfume”.

Mourato Vermelho juntamente com o seu sócio Serafim Pires David foram os fundadores do Laboratório da Farmácia Normal, que iniciou a produção industrial de medicamentos, destacando-se a produção de formas injetáveis por via parentérica.

Cartaz de Publicidade ASEPTAL
"O Antiseptico- Perfume. Hygiene Intima Feminina superior ao borato de soda, superior ao formol, superior ao permanganato, superior ao sublimado."
Farmácia Normal, Lisboa
Autor anónimo 
Litografia a cores sobre papel cartaz, Oficina de Impressão: A Editora Lda, Lisboa
1910-1917
Nº Inv. 5192  	
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	Officinal Plants Series 23:

Extraction of Balsamum (Commiphora opobalsamum), France 16th Century.

from Matthaeus Platearius, "Livre des simples médecines, ou Herboriste", MS Français 12322, f. 188v, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris.

Balsam (Latin: "Balsamum"), is a natural oleo-resin extracted from the plant "Commiphora opobalsamum", found mainly in the Middle East. Often mixed with other resins such as myrrh and turpentine, it has been documented for its therapeutic properties in pharmacological and medical texts dating back to the early modern period. Paracelsus and his disciples extended its definition metaphorically to mean either the physiological humour embodying the essence of life, or a particular type of oily distillate.

The medicinal uses of balsam were first recorded in classical sources who emphasised its fragrant and curative virtues. Because of its rarity and value, it was used in compound remedies, especially by extracting the juice ("opobalsamum") or by using the wood ("xylobalsamum") and fruit ("carpobalsamum").

Galen further explored the drying and warming effects of balsam, while Avicenna's extensive treatises on its nature and therapeutic uses underlined its importance in medieval Arab pharmacology. 

During the Renaissance, balsam's scarcity led to attempts to reproduce its properties artificially, with notable contributions from Leonhart Fuchs and Pier Andrea Mattioli, who provided recipes for wound healing and other ailments.

In this 16th-century illustration by Matthaeus Platearius "Circa Instans", we witness the process of extracting and storing balsam by collecting the resin that seeps out through incisions made in the plant's bark. This method was based on ancient sources, in particular Theophrastus' "Historia Plantarum" (9.6), Pliny's "Naturalis historia" (12.54) and Dioscorides' "De Materia medica" (1.19).

#csmbr #medicalhistory #officinalplants  	
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